IEVIEWD

Apollo-ing Arrogance?

For All Mankind

by Harry Hurt III

Atlantic Monthly Press, 352 pages,
$22.95.

For All Mankind attempts to offer a
compelling and convincing narrative
of Project Apollo. Unfortunately, it is
neither.

The author, a correspondent for
Newsweek, arrogantly proclaims his
book is “the real stuff—the first com-
plete and authoritative first-hand ac-
count of the ‘greatest adventure on
which man has ever embarked.”
Such a pretense does gross injustice
to the many other books written long
before Hurt’s entry into the field.

Hurt goes on to profess that “For
All Mankind aims to answer the basic
questions that all the news footage
and documentaries of the Apollo lu-
nar missions failed to answer.” What
about such previous works as John
Noble Wilford’s We Reach The Moon,
published by the New York Times. Or
astronauts Michael Collins’ Carrying
the Fire and Buzz Aldrin’s Return to
Earth? Or Norman Mailer’s Of A Fire
On The Moon?

Major errors occur throughout the
book that reflect both an ignorance
of the subject and poor editing. Per-
haps the most blatant error occurs on
page 18, where Hurt describes the
fueling of a Saturn 5. He writes that
the “huge reptilian hoses filled the
booster’s tanks with over six million
pounds of gas propellants, mostly lig-
uid oxygen (LOX) cooled to minus
297 degrees Fahrenheit and liquid hy-
drogen cooled to minus 423 degrees
Fahrenheit . . .” All of this sounds as if
Hurt did his homework, but don’t be
fooled. He goes on to say that “the
magic of these cryogenic (low-tem-

perature) fuels was that they are also
hypergolic; i.e., self-igniting.” Excuse
me . . . did he say hypergolic? Sorry,
but liquid oxygen and liquid hydro-
gen are not hypergolic.

Displaying a further ignorance in
the fundamentals of rocket propul-
sion, Hurt continues on page 44, tell-
ing of the F-1 ignition sequence.
Here, he states “this high-speed hy-
pergolic chain reaction provided the
power to torque up the five F-1 en-
gines in the bottom stage of the
booster.” The Saturn 5 did not use
hypergolics (excluding those on the
command module, service module,
lunar module and the S-4B ullage mo-
tors). The five F-1s used liquid oxy-
gen and kerosene, which do »or ig-
nite on contact, another simple fact
that Hurt overlooks.

Other errors include Yuri Gagarin’s
name misspelled on page 51, and Lu-
nar Module Pilot Charles Duke and
Commander John Young are both in-
correctly mentioned as serving on
board Apollo 15 on page 243.

There are some interesting, accu-
rate facts and first-hand narratives in
the book. Pete Conrad tells how he
and Alan Bean, during their Apollo 12
mission, attempted a practical joke by
trying to take a seemingly impossible
self-portrait of the two standing side
by side on the lunar surface. Also in-
cluded are Aldrin’s “smelling of
moondust” account, Bean’s touching
description of the Earth and Duke’s
recounting of his lunar high jump
that almost ended in death. Unfor-
tunately, these anecdotes are too few
and far between.

The author does manage to dig up
some new information. We learn
how guards were posted around the
Saturn booster that President John F

Kennedy had inspected just a few
days before his death in order to pre-
vent teary-eyed employees at Cape
Canaveral from scrawling his name
on it. And how as CAPCOM Charles
Duke started to call out another fuel
consumption reading during Arm-
strong’s critical descent to the lunar
surface, Chief Astronaut Deke Slayton
abruptly cut him off, shouting, “Shut
up, Charlie, and let ‘em land!” And
how President Nixon, jealous of Ken-
nedy’s legacy of landing a man on the
Moon, vetoed plans to use the aircraft
carrier Jobn E Kennedy to recover
the Apollo 11 astronauts after splash-
down, instead insisting on sending
the U.S.S. Hornet.

It is not until chapter 15 that the
author breaks any new ground, dis-
playing a unique perception of the ef-
fects each Apollo mission had on its
crew and how the missions shaped
the course of the astronauts’ lives af-
ter splashdown. Whereas most books
end with the conclusion of a mission,
Hurt goes on to give an interesting
account of what each of the men of
Apollo are doing today.

For All Mankind offers little new
information to those already familiar
with the titles listed in the footnotes.
In the acknowledgements, the book
is called “the literary sibling” of a full-
length feature film of the same name.
Perhaps the film is better, but as far as
I'm concerned, For All Mankind is
still in its literary infancy.Ys—Glen
Swanson

Glen E. Swanson is an NSS member
and program director for the Michi-
gan Space Center in Jackson, Michi-
gan.
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